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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. including the fee set forth In 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/18/05 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. In the amendment filed 5/4/05, the following has occun"ed: the specification has been 
amended to indicate that the Application is a continuation-in-part of Application No. 09/313,181 , 
now U.S. Patent No. 6,438,642. 

3. Claims 1-13 and 38-46 are now presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 351 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-13 and 38-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Szalwinski et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,266,679. 

6. As per claim 1 , Szalwinski teaches a computer-implemented method of managing a file 



lifecycle comprising the steps of storing data on a storage medium comprising: storing said file 
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on said storage medium accessible by a computer said file having associated therewith a set of 
lifecycle policies relating to file storage locations within said storage medium (see column 4, 
lines 25-32); automatically determining from the associated lifecycle policies when said file is to 
be moved (see column 5, lines 38-41); and moving said file to another storage location within 
said storage medium or within a different storage medium when said file is to be moved (see 
column 5, line 65 - column 6, line 1 6). 

7. As per claim 2, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 1 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches providing a plurality of storage media including the storage medium, 
each having associated therewith a set of policies, the policies such that when a condition is 
met the file is transfen-ed from one storage medium to another in accordance with a lifecycle 
stage of the file (see column 5, lines 44-52). 

8. As per claim 3, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 2 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches a first storage medium is associated with active files and a last 
storage medium is associated with archived files and wherein the file is transferred from the first 
storage medium to the last storage medium in successive stages (see column 5, line 65 - 
column 6, line 16, in the context of Szalwinski, the Examiner is interpreting the "backup storage 
medium" to be associated with archived files as claimed), 

9. As per claim 4, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 3 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches a file is automatically transferred to a storage medium most 
appropriate for its stage of lifecycle determined in accordance with the policies (see column 5, 
lines 53-65). 

1 0. As per claim 5, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 3 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches the policies relate to at least some of the associated storage 
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medium, the file name, the file extension, the file creation date, the file access date, the file last 
access date, the file creator, and the cuaent file owner (see column 5, lines 53-65). 

11. As per claim 6, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 1 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches the step of storing the file on a storage medium comprises the step of 
determining, in accordance with the policies, expiration data relating to when the file is to be 
moved (see column 5, lines 53-65). 

12. As per claim 7, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 6 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches the step of automatically determining when the file is to be moved 
comprises the step of comparing the expiration data to present time data to determine if it is 
indicative of the file having expired its time on the storage medium or on the entire system (see 
column 5, lines 53-65). 

1 3. As per claim 8. Szalwinski teaches a computer-implemented method of managing a file 
lifecycle comprising the steps of storing data on a storage medium comprising: providing a 
virtual storage medium having a plurality of storage media associated therewith, wherein said 
plurality of storage media are accessible by a computer, and having associated therewith a set 
of lifecycle policies relating to file storage locations within at least one of said plurality of storage 
media (see column 4. lines 25-32); storing said file on at least one of said plurality of storage 
media accessible by a computer within said virtual storage medium (see column 5. lines 38-41 ); 
at intervals, determining from the associated lifecycle policies actions dictated by said lifecycle 
policies for performance on said file, and perfomning said dictated actions on said file (see 
column 5. line 65 - column 6. line 16). 

14. Claims 9-13 recite substantially similar additional limitations to those already addressed 
in claims 3-7 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 
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15. As per claim 38, Szalwinski teaches a computer-implemented method of managing a file 
lifecycle comprising the steps of storing data on a storage medium comprising: providing a 
virtual storage medium having a plurrality of storage media associated therewith, wherein said 
plurality of storage media are accessible by a computer, and having associated therewith a set 
of lifecycle policies relating to file storage locations within at least one of said plurality of storage 
media (see column 4. lines 25-32); storing said file on at least one of said plurality of storage 
media within said virtual storage medium accessible by said computer (see column 5, lines 38- 
41); upon occurrence of a triggering event, detennining from said associated lifecycle policies 
actions dictated by said lifecycle policies for performance on said file, and performing said 
dictated actions on said file (see column 5, line 65 - column 6, line 16). 

1 6. Claims 39-43 recite substantially similar additional limitations to those already addressed 
in claims 3-7 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 

17. As per claim 44, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 38 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches the event relates to an amount of free space on the storage medium 
(see column 4, lines 40-45). 

18. As per claim 45, Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 38 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches the event relates to an amount of space occupied by files of an 
Individual compared to a quota of space allocated to that individual (see column 4. lines 40-45). 

1 9. As per claim 46. Szalwinski teaches the method of claim 38 as described above. 
Szalwinski further teaches the event relates to at least one of initial storage of a file and 
modification of said file (see column 5, lines 47-52). 



20. Claims 1-13 and 38-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shaath et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,438.642. 
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21. Claims 1-13 and 38-46 are rejected in view of Sliaath for the same reasons as given in 
tlie Final Rejected mailed 10/8/04. However, this rejection can be overcome by filing a 
supplemental Oath or Declaration indicating the continuing status that is reflected in the 
amendment to the specification. The supplemental Oath or Declaration, along with the current 
amendment to the specification, will be sufficient to overcome the Shaath reference. 

Response to Arguments 

22. In the remarks filed 5/4/05, Applicant argues in substance that, in view of the 
amendment to the specification, the rejections in view of Shaath should be withdrawn. In 
response to Applicant's argument, the Examiner respectfully submits that, as noted above, a 
supplemental Oath or Declaration needs to be filed in order to establish the cun-ent Application 
as a continuation-in-part of the '642 patent. Therefore, this argument is not found to be 
persuasive. In addition, the Examiner respectfully draws Applicant's attention to the new 
grounds of rejection in view of Szalwinski. 

Conclusion 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (571) 272-6770. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 

24. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571 ) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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25. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnatlon for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infonnation about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



10/2/05 




ClukeGilligan 
Patent Examiner 
Alt Unit 3626 



